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lieved in Nero and acted up to their belief* The Capuan
legion was called to Rome; new troops were enlisted in the
city garrison and the two city legions were sent up to Narnia.

Nero did not wait. He proceeded with his plans. Mounted
messengers were dispatched along the road through Picenum
to Larinum, Marrucia, Frentana and Prsetutia, ordering the
farmers to collect all the victuals, wagons, beasts of burden
and fresh horses at convenient places, to help forward the
march of an army. Nero made preparations for leaving the
bulk of his army in front of Hannibal, while he himself should
march at high speed, with a small but chosen band of his best
troops,'on whose devotion he could rely, to join Livius. Act-
ing with Livius he hoped to destroy Hasdrubal, and then be
able to turn upon Hannibal before the latter could accomplish
anything against his lieutenant. "What he left in Hannibal's
front sufficed, if properly handled, to hold him there, or else
to follow him north if he should break through, so as to rein-
force the Roman army wherever Hannibal should attempt to
strike it,

To prevent Hannibal from knowing what he was about to
do, he gave out, even in his own camp, that ho was preparing
an expedition to Lucania to attack some of Hannibal's cities.
He made the most careful arrangements to prevent a knowl-
edge of MB real direction from reaching Hannibal. It is to
be regretted that the details of what he did are not known*
Not one of his soldiers had any conception what the ob-
jective was, till they had marched a good many miles north*
He had with him but six thousand foot and one thousand
horse, but these were of irreproachable quality. Sufficiently
far on his way, he explained Ms plan to his men, showed
them how much depended on their strength and courage,
and called on them for the one exertion of their lives* He
explained the situation fully to th$m; convinced them that had devised to
